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Projected to have the most 
annual total job openings 
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Career Grades are a tool to help make comparisons between occupations. Each occupation 
is assigned a letter grade from A+ to F based on outlook over the next decade. Grades are 
based on a combination of projected total job openings, projected percent growth, and 
average wages. Occupations with a grade of A or A+ have above average results in at least 
two of the three variables, while occupations with a grade of B or B+ have above average results 
in at least one of the three variables. 


The Southwest region is projected to have more than 12,500 annual job openings through 2030. 
The vast majority (98%) of these openings are in A, B, and C grade occupations. In general, 
higher graded occupations earn more and have higher growth rates. Grade A occupations earn 
an average wage that is 37 percent higher than the average wage for all occupations, and are 
projected to grow more than three times faster than the average growth rate. 


Annual Job Openings and Wages by Career Grades 


Grade A Grade B 


1,976 Job Openings 
$55,832 Average Wage 


6,715 Job Openings 
$41,476 Average Wage 


Top Outlook Occupation Groups 


Total Openings A & B Openings A & B Concentration 


Transportation & Material Moving 2,065 2,005 
Food Preparation & Serving Related 1,517 1,299 
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